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Mahatmaji & the Depressed 
Humanity . 

Rabindranath’s Teiegratn to Alahatmaji 

Sftiilitiikeiau, 10-9-32. 

Mabatina Gaiulhi, YeraA'tla .Tail, Poona. 

"It is -wortir sneriiiciui; precions life for the 
sake of India’s unity and licr social integrity. 
Though we cannot anticipate what eli’ect it 
may have upon our rulers who may not under- 
stand its immense importance for our people 
.we feel certain that the supreme appeal of such 
selfoffering' to tlte conscience of our own country- 
men will not he in vain. I fervently hope that 
we will not callously allow such national tragedy 
to reach its extreme length. Our sorrowing 
hearts will follow your sublime penance with 
j'cvcrence and love.” 

IIAIJINDKANATII TAGOIIE 

Mahatmaji’s Wire to Rabindranath 

I'oo/Ki, 20-0 o2. 

Ciiirudev, Saiitiniketan 

Have always experienced God’s mercy. Very 
early this morning I wrote seeking your blessing 
if you could approve action, and behold I liavo 
it in abundance in your message just received. 
Thank you. 


Gandhi. 
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Mahatmaji’i letter to Rabindranath 

CkN»OJ.kI> 

Illtp'ililo 
Mn^or. I M. S 

Snp«.rlnien(lent, Yera\c!.i Centrj] J’ri'On 

Doai* Gui'udcv, 

This is early morning 3 o’clock of tiiesday. 
I enter tlie liery ^ate at noon — If you can )>)os> 
tlie effort, I want It. You have ))eeii to me a 
true friend because you have been a candid friend 
often speakiiic- your thou'^ljts aloud. I had 
looked forward to a firm opinion from you ojic 
way or the otl)er. But you Jiave refused to 
critieiKo. Tliougii it c?»ii now only be during 
my fast, I ndll yet prize your criticism, if your, 
heart condemns my action. 1 am not too pro\id 
to juake an open coj»fcssio)i of juy blunder, 
whatever the co.st of tl»e confessiotj, if I find 
myself in error. If your lieavt nppro\ es of tlie 
action I want your blesbiug. It will sustain ine. 

I liope I have made myself clear. My love. 

Y. C. P. 

9 ( Sd. ) :^E. K. (J-i-vn/fi 

20 — 

92 

10-3(1 a. in. 

.fust as I was liainling this to the Snjicrintend- 
ent, I got your loving ami inngnificent wire. It 
will sustain me in the midst of the stojin I am 
about to enter. 1 am M-iidinu' you a wire. 
Thank y«t«- 

M. K. a. 



20th September* 

Rabindranath Tagore 

A bliadow is <lai*koniui; to-day over India 
like a shadow cast hv an eclipsed svin. The 
people of a wltole conutvy is sulVerin" from a 
poignant pain of anxiety the nniversality of 
which carries in it a “:reat dii'nity of consolation, 
^lahatmaji who tlirouglt his life of dedication 
has made India liis own in truth )ms commenced 
Ills vow of extreme sclf-sncritice. 

Each country has its ow)i inner geography 
whore her spirit dwells and where physical force 
can never conquer even an incli of ground. 
Tliose rulers wlio conic from outside remain 
outside tlic gate and directly tliey are called 
away from the cloud-topping tower of their 
foreign possessions tlic stupendous fabric of 
unreality vanishes into tlie void. But the great 
soul wlio achives victory through the power of 
truth continues his dominion even when he is 
physically no longer present. And we all know 
such achievement belongs to !5Iahatmaji. And 
the fact that he has staketl his life for a further 
and llnal realisation of his hope fills \iswwith awo 
and makes us thiivk. 


» A<Wress to the Staff & Students of Santiniketan 
Had Srinikotau. 
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At this sohiitm moment we have a cause for 
fear. It is our unfortunate habit to reduce the 
truth that belongs to the iimer spirit into signs 
and ol)servaiiees that are external and after a 
cheap welcome to hid it adieu. Our leaders liave 
requested us to observe fasttJig for this dav, aud 
there is no harm in it. But there is the risk of 
some unthinking people putting it in the same 
category wit)^ tlm fasting- that ^fahatmaji has 
begun to observe. Kothing can l)e more 
disastrous for tls than the utter lesseniiig* of the 
value of a heroic expre-ssion of trntli by paying 
it the homage of a mere ccren)onial e.\'pressir>n 
of feeling I)y n people einotionally imdiiujd. 

Tlio penance winch ^lahatjuaji 1ms taken 
upon himself is not a ritual, hut a message to all 
India and to tlie world. If we must make that 

mc>snge our oTTii. we .should accept it iu rigljt 
manner tlirongli proper i)roces.s of realisation. 
The 'dft of sacrifice has to he received iu a .spirit 
of sacrifice. 
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society can thrive npon victims ^Yhose Uninanity 
has been pcrmaiientiy mutilated, wliose minds 
liavc been compelled to dwell in tlic dark. 
Tlmse wliom we keep down inevitably drai,^ ns 
down and ol)strucl our movement in the patli 
of progress. The indignity with which we 
])arden them grows into an intoleraljle burden 
to the Avbole country ; we insult oiir own 
humanity l)y insulting Man wliere lie is helpless 
or wliere ho is not of our own kin. 

Toilay thore are thousands in India, con- 
fined in prisons indefimtely and witliout trial, 
inhumanly treated, and there can he no doubt 
that not only are they a bojivy burden upon 
the G-overnmont but they permanently lower 
its dignity. Tiie contemptuous vindictiveness 
ruthlessly pursued against prisoners whether 
political or belonging to other classes reveals 
the primitive barbarism lurking in the dark 
recesses of civilisation, perpetually burdening 
it with bard problems an<l tainting its soul. 
We on our part in India have banished a con- 
siderable number of our own people into a 
narrow enclosure of insult branding them with 
the sign of permanent degradation. A dungoou 
does not solely consist of lirick and mortar 
confinomerit, but setting narrow limits to man’s 
self-respeet is a moral prison more cruel for 
victims than tlie jiliysical one and more demora- 
lising for tliose who encourage it passivclv or 
with pious fervour. 
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Tlie concrete fact of inequalities lietween 
individuals and races cannot lie ignored, hut to 
accept it as ahsolnte and utilize it to ileprive 
men of their human rights and coraradesiiip 
is a social crime that multiplies fast in^ its 
heinousness. Tl^e who imagine ourselves superior 
to those whom we have tied down to their 
ahasement are punished hj' enfeehling them and 
losin-- them from us. The weakness eugondered 
hv such alienation has heel, one of the principal 
"ausesof defeat in all onr Instorical conflicts. 
Vinioro numerous divisions have heen made 
amon"- the people by dark gn]>s of dishonour 
halanoo is upset and social structure is ever ... 
daiioer of toppling ovei-. Tlic s.gn.s of such 
triaU are not lacki.ig i.. the AVestern Continents 
whore the chasm hetween we.alth and u ant is 
widening and is darkly nourishing earthquakes 
in its depth. The moral channels of cnmnmni- 
cation should never he ohstrneted if man must 
he saved from degeneracy or dostruclinn. 

M„hat.u,aji has .epoatedlv poi.,ted oul the 
dan-cr of those divisions in >mr conttliy that are 
m-rmauent insnlls to hmnnnily.t.nt onr attention 
,as not heen drawn to the imporlnl.ee of its 
..ectificalion with the same force as ,1 has heen 
tethe importonce of the Khadar. ll.e soeial 
inequities upon which all nnr .■nemies l.ml then- 
nrineipal sni.I.orl hare onr l..m-hnnonr,Hl 
l.valtv makiimil diincll ferns lo.n|nool them. 
.V^-ainst that deei.-seat.-d moral weakness m one 
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vsouluty Ilktaliatmujl Iwis i>i*ououuccd liU ulUmatuui 
and iliou^li it may be oiir iiiisfortium to lose 
him in tlio l)attlefield llie will be passed on 
to every one of ns to bo'carried on to tlic final 
end. It is the of the fight which he isgoing to 
olt’er to ns and if wc do not know how to accept 
it linuibly aiul yet with proud determination, 
if wc cheaply dismiss it with some ceremonials 
to wliicii wo are accnstomcil and allow the noble 
life to lie wasted with its great meaning missed 
tlien our people will passively roll down the 
slope of degradation to the blankness of utter 
futility. 

, It is not possiblefor us to realise what effect 
'Mabatmaji’s action will liavc upon tl)e people 
who govern us, and it is not for us today to 
discuss its" political aspects. 

Only one thing we must make clear to those 
wlio seem to have our destiny iu their hands. We 
have observed that the English people are puzzled 
at the step that Sfahatmaji has been compelled to 
take. They confess that tliey fail to understand 
it. I believe that the reason of their failure is 
mainly owing to the fact tliat the language of 
AEahatmaji is fundamentally different from their 
own. His method of protest is not in accord 
witli the method wliich they usually follow in 
cases of grave political crisis. I ask them to 
remember tlie terrible days of atrocities that 
reddened in blood at their door when a disraem- 
hermont was being foi'ced between Ireland and 
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the rej't uf Grujit Britain. Tlioiscj Knu’lissbuitJi* 
wlio imagined it to J)o disastrous to the integrity 
of their lilmpire did not scruple to kill and bo 
killed, even to tear into ‘shreds the decency of 
ci^dlised codes of liononr. The Arest is accust- 
omed to such violent outbursts in times of 
des]/e2-alion and tljerefore such a procedure did 
not seem strange t<) Ihem thongli to some of 
thorn it must have appeared wrong, Tlje 
dismemherment of a large portion of Hindu 
society is certainly fatal to its wholeness and*^ 
wlieu all our appeals are stubbornly dismissed 
tho reason sliould not ho incompreljcusihle to 
other people as to Avliy ^ahatinaji is 'voicing the , 
extreme form of protest on l)elinlf of. India 
I ask them to imagine what would liave 
happened wIjcm the Roman Catholic community 
of Hngland sulfered fnun a foreihle depidvntiojt 
of its common rights, if some foreign .power, 
would come and with etlicient hunevolonce 
alienate tlicm from the rest of the nation. Very 
likely the people would r<!sort to the metliod 
of protest wliich they consider ns honourable iu 
its red fury of violence. In our case the feeling' 
may l)e similar though Hnhatmaji has made 
use of its expre.^JsioM which is JjIs ow;i. TJju 
message of non-violence so often »“xpresse(l hy 
liim in words and in deeds finds to day its final 
cxjiosition in a great language winch should , 
he easiest to nnder.staiid. 

IlAniMiiuNATi! Tagoju; 
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Rabindranath’s appeal to countrymen * 

I appeal to ray coimtiyracn tliat they rausfc 
not delay a moment elfcctively to prove tliat 
they are in earnest to crfidicate from their 
neighhourliooil nnlouchnhiUty in all its raraifica- 
tioiis. The raoveinent should he imiversal and 
Immediate, its expressions clear and' indiihitahle. 
All manner of humiliation and disabilities* 
from which any class in India suffers should 
'be reihoved by heroic efforts and self sacrifice. 
Whoever of ns fails in this time of grave 
crisis’ to try his utmost to avert file calamity 
. facing India would he held responsilile for one 
of the. saddest tragedies that could happen to us 
and to the world. 

,\ 22 - 9 - 32 . 

RAWNniiANATii Tauoum 

* Issued thiougli Free Fioss & The Assoemted Pi css of 
Indiv. , 


TelejJram to Srijiit Mahadev Desai 

Saniiiii^etaii, 33-0-3S. 

Wahadov Desai, Yeravda Jail, Pooiia, 

Gurudeva eager start Poona if Mahatnmji 
has no ohjeclion. Wire liealth and if compromise 
reached. 


jVXflTA ClIAKJlAVAKTY 
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Telegram to Srijut Mahadev Desai 

Santiniketcm, 25-5-55. 

Maliadev Desai. YeraA'da .Tail, Poona. 

I try my hardest to keep my faith iirm in 
ultimate victory of truth as expressed in a 
• great life to be sacrihcetl for its cause, but my 
heart bleeds to think ivhat it U'ould cost our 
country and I struggle mth all my pou'er to 
convince myself that India can afford it in her 
present time of crisis. It is needless to tell 
you how anxious I am to know the details of 
Mahalmaji’s condition. 

Kauindii.^natii Tagore 


Mahatmaji's I'clegram to Rabindranath 

-Gurudev, Santiniketau. 

“Have read your loving JnL•i^sage (o IMaluiilev 
also Am'iyn's. Yow have put Jrt\sh hvarir in njc. 
Do indeed come if your heallli j)ermits. 
Mahadev will send you daily wires. Talks about 
settlement still proceeding. Love. Will wire 
again if neccessary.” 


Poona, 23-9-32. 


G.V.N1)HI 
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Wire from Sj. Satish Cli. Pas Gupta 

Giu‘u(le\% Santiiiiketc'in. 

“Italiadev wislies me express gratefulness 
your kind telegram and says in this battle ke- 
weon llglit and forces of d.arkness conibinod your 
presence near Gandhiji wouid be sure inspira- 
tion and healing balm.’’ 

Poona, 23-9-32. 

Satis Das Gi}pta 


Cablegram from Sir Prabhashankar Pattani 

Rabindranath Tagore, Calcutta. 

“Shall be grateful for cabling real India 
situation address care India Office. — Pattani.” 


Reply to the above 

Sir Prabliashankar Pattani, 

India Office, London. 

' “ AVholc country profoundly stirred bv 
Alahatmaji’s penance. Sweeping reforms pro- 
ceeding apace. Every chance of the palpably 
unjust Communal Award being rectified hy our 
own people. — Rahindranatli Tagore.” 



With Mahatmaji in Poona 

Rabindranath Tagore 

'We left fov Pootm with hope fn oiir hearts 
even tliongii the atmosphere was tense with 
foreboding. Tlie journey is long, giving time 
foi‘ anxious tlionghts to dwell on what may await 
ns at the end. Sly companions buy newspapers 
at every big railway stall — the news is not 
encouraging, lilahatinaji, aceoivling to the 
physicians, seems to liavo definitely entered 
the danger 7.onc, his muscles yielding now that 
his naturally meagre swrpbis of fat has almost 
been exhausted. .t\poplcxy may result any time. 
Discussions with different groups, prolonged 
and intricate, continue all these days mercilessly 
to exact his host energies. Ajid yet IVrahatmaji 
has indeed triumphed, curbing intense physical 
a"onv and mental strain with an unhoiullng 
will. Compromise seems to have been achieved, 
retaining the depj-ossed communilies witljin the 
Ilindu fold, and frustrating attempts to create 
ilivisions hy the sejmrate electorate award. T!ie 
final resolution is luiw with the Jlritish Cabinet 


m 'i'alk fc» sOilV and stO'IpafH <»f Visr.i>h)iantti on ro* 
tnuduK tioiu Pooim. R ihiiidmimth t ff fur Pooha on tfn* 
So|ileinl»'’r liv llie M. I Ky PornijA^ Jfnil «itli .Sj. 
Snrctjtbmmtii K«i and Amiya Clmt'rnvnrfy. 
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t)i()ng]\ ilioro is no ronsonnblc ground for tlieir 
withliolding sanction ns the Prime ]\Iinislor Inis 
already committed Ininself to acccjit what onr 
own coininunilies may jointly recfjgnis(5 as just. 

AVavering l)ctwoen hope and fear, we reached 
Kalyan on tlie 20th Septernher morning, AVc 
met Srimati Pasanti and Urmila on the platform 
— they liad arrived some lionrs liefore l)y (he 
B. N. lly. ^lail. AVithout delay we started lor 
Poona l)y tlie car wliieli onr liostess flierc had 
sent for ns. 

The hilly road through the AVeshwii Ghats is 
pletnresqne; Entering the city of Poona wo 
foinul armoured ears and machine guns being 
maueuvrod on (he military grounds ; soldiers 
paraded along llie city roails. Lady TImokersay 
horsclf gvaciouly received us at her doorstep ; 
as we went up the stairs to our rooms the 
girls of her school standing on either sale 
welcomed us with songs and ceremonial garland 
and saiidal-paste. 

Entering tlie house I had sensed anxdcty in 
the air ; there was a shadow of suspense in 
every face. On (incbtioning I lonnd that 
Atahatmaji’s c>iiuU(ion was in-ecarions. Js'o 
answer had come from Ijondon. I sent an ur- 
gent cahle to the Premier. 

Tiiciv, was no need for sending it. Soon the 
rumour reached ns that the expected iieirs Iiad 
arrived. But we had im means of vevifvim^ timt 
rumour till many hours later. ^ 
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^oday is Mahatmaji’s day of sUeiica Ife 
lias expressed liis desire to break it witli me at 
one o’clock. On our way to the Yeravda prison, 
at some distance from the gate, onr car was 
stopped — a sentry on duty had been asked not 
to let any car pass till furtlier orders. I had 
thought that in India now-a-days tlio road to- 
wards the jail entrance is generous. Bonml 
our car gathered a medley crowd. 

As a gentleman from our side proceeiled to 
obtain sanction from the prison authorities Srrman 
Devadas came along in a car, the jail-permit 
in his hand. Later on I heai-d that iVIabatranji 
had felt that our car had lieon olistructecl in 
the way— thoiigli lie had no information on 
that point — and sent his son to fetch us. 

Big iron doors swung wide open one after 
the other and closed behind ns. To onr front is 
the arrogance of high walls, a fettered sky, 
straight cut metalled roads projecting ahead, a 
few trees. 

Two major experiences of iny life Imre come 
nvtlier late. Recently I have crossed the tlires- 
bold of the Univor.sif3' ; and iiispite of a slight 
obstruction, bore am I today inside a regular 
prison house. 

Climbing a few stops to the left and passing 
through a door I enter a wnllcd-in enclosure with 
two blocks of cells, .some distance apart. In the 
middle courtyard under the thick .slia/le of a 
young mnngi) tree lies ^falmfinnji on his h(“d. 
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]\Iaiialiiiaji drow me near to Iiiinsolf, and kept 
me there for some time. He expressed dee]’ 
in seeing me. 

I praised iny luck for having come on the 
crest of good news. It was nearly half past one. 
The niessa'gc from Loudon had hy now spread 
all over India, and it had even l)een discussed 
at the Assemhly — so I lieard later. Tlie news- 
paper men had also known of it. There seems 
only to have been no hurry in saving him wliosu 
life-stream hour hy hour was rapidly dwindling 
into a vanishing point. One felt surprised at 
the cruelly tortuous length of Red Tape. Upto 
four in the afternoon our anxiety mounted high- 
er. One hears that the information had arrived 
in oflicial Poona at 10 A. M. 

On all sides are friends. I recognised among 
them jMalnulev, Vallabhbhai, llajagopalachari, 
Rajendraprasa 1. Srimali ICasturibai and Saro- 
jiiii as well as .Tawaliarlars wile ICamala were 
there. 

Mahatmaji’s slender body was emaciated to 
a degree, his voice was barely audible. He was 
being given water with soda to counteract the 
growing acidity in his stomach. The responsibi- 
lity of his physicians was grave 

Yet hi s inner vigour was undiminished, inte- 
llectual ilow activc,his radiant personality as 
over tireless. From before iiis fast difUcult 
problems had weighed on his mind ; he had carried 
on intricate discussions ; his corrcspojulence wdth 
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Today is Mahatmaji’s day of silence, fie 
lias expressed his desire to bre.a]v it with me at 
one o’clock. On our way to the yerarda prison, 
at some distance from tlie gate, our car was 
stopped — a sentry on duty had Jjeeii .asked not 
to let any car pass till further orders, I had 
thought that in India now-a-days tlin road to- 
wards the jail entrance is generous. Round 
our car gathered a medley crowd. 

As a gentleman from onr side proceeded to 
obtain sanction from the prison authorities Sriman 
Dovadas came along in a car, the jail-permit 
in his hand. Later on I l>eard that Malmtmaji 
had felt that onr car liad been obstructed in 
the way— tlioiigli lie had no infomation on 
that point — and sent his son to fetch ns. 

Big iron doors swung wi<lc open one after 
the otlier and closed behind ns. To onr frojit is 
the arrocanco of liigh walls, a fettered .sky, 
straight cut metalled roads projecting ahead, a 
few trees. 

Two major experiences of my life have come 
rather late. Recently I have crossed tlic tlircs- 
hold of t?ic Unirersity ; .a/id hispito of n slight 
ohstruction, hen? njn I today insidt* a regular 
prison house. 

Climhing a few steps to the left and jiassinir 
through a door I entora walled-in enclosure witli 
two Iilocks of cells, some ilisfnnee apart. Jii (he 
middle courtyard under the thick shade of n 
voung Junugo tree Ims Mnlmtmajl on liis l)ed. 
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drow me near to himself, and ke 2 )t 
mo tboro for .some time. lie exprobsed deej’ 3^y 
ill seeing" me. 

I 2 )raiso I my luck for liaviiig come on tlie 
crest of ^"ood news. It was nearly lialf past one. 
Tlie messa'^e from London !iad by now sjiread 
all over India, and it Invd oven been disenssed 
at tlie Assembly — so I heard later. Tlie news- 
pa^ier men had also known of it. Tiiere seems 
only to liavo been no hurry in savinj,^ him whose 
life-stream hour by hour was rapidly dwindling 
into a Vanishing point. One felt surprised at 
the cruelly torUious length of Uel Tape. Upto 
four in the afternoon our anxiety mounted high- 
er, One hears that the information had arrived 
in ofUcial Poona at 10 a. m. 

On all sides are friends. I recognised among 
them ilahadev, VallahhhUai, llajagotialachavi, 
llajendraprasa i. Srimati Ivasliirihai and Saro- 
jiiii as well as Jawaliarlars wife Kamala were 
there, 

Mahatmaji’s slender body was emaciated to 
a degree, his voice was barely audible. He was 
being given water with soda to counteract the 
growing acidity in his stomach. The responsibi- 
lity of his physicians was grave 

Yet his inner vigour wa.** undiminished, inte- 
llectual tlow active, his radiant personality as 
over tireless. Prom before Ids fast diflicult 
problems had weighed ou his mind ; he had carried 
on intricate discussions ; his correspoiulence with 
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politicians across the sciis nuisfc Inivo ]>een a 
harsh experience. Dnriiig his fast, as cvciy 
one knows, claims and clainonr of different 
parties have not spared him. Xot a si^n, how- 
ever, of mental fitij^iie, not tlie slightest shadow 
was tiiere to obscure the lucid language of his 
thoughts. Transcending the extreme rigours 
of liis body ilii.s gre<at manifestation of his invni- 
cihle soul was before us moving us to profound 
admiration. I could hardly liave fully realized 
how groat is the strength of this frail man had 
I iiot eomo near to him like this. 

Today to millions of hearts in India liavo 
reached the message <»f this immortal spirit rest- 
ing under tlio shadow of death’s altar. Ko lairri- 
ors could stand in its wa}', those of distance, of 
I)vick and mortar, of hostile politics. Tiie ohs- 
tvuction of euntury-old inertia luis erumbled 
])efore it into dust. 

niahadev said that ^laJiatinaji had been 
keenly awaiting ray arrival. I catmot (dfer any 
help in the solution of political problems, for I 
lack necessary experience ami inclination ; hut 
I am happy to liave given him some satisfaction . 
hv iny personal presence. 

Wc move on to a distance as it would tire 
him to bo s\UTOtmdc:I. AVo patiently await for 
the message to arrive. Tliu afternoon light 
arelies over tl»e bare liigli walls. In groups, 
U'htle IChaddur elotlied men itml womou (juietly 
hold discussions. Noticeable is the disciplined 



calm ol* this ‘^athcriiiij inside the jail. No liint 
is there of iiiiguarde.l behaviour taking advan- 
tage of relaxed regulations. This strength of 
ehavaeter naturally evokes trust, tlie prison 
authorities therefore Imvo respectfully allowed 
them unhampered to mix witli each other. They 
have net accepted any privileges transgressing 
IMahatmaji’s implied assurance to tlie authorities. 
The dignity of nat\»ral self-respect is theirs ; 
one can easily understand that they fully deserve 
the responsibility wliich rests on tliem to estab- 
lish India’s Swaraj on unflinching service of 
Truth. 

At last with the Government’s red scaled 
envelope in hand appears the Inspector General 
of Prisons. There seems to be a hint of happi- 
ness in his face Slowly Mahatmaji reads the 
document. I asked S.iroj'mi to request others 
to move away from him now. After he has' 
finished reading, Mahatmaji calls Jus friends to 
discuss the communication amongst themselves 
and expresses his wish that it slionld bo shown 
to Br. Amhedkar. 

This letter ia pondered over ; I too read U. 
A production of diplomatic minds, it needs care- 
ful perusal. One iiiidcrstauds tljat it docs not 
go against I^Iahatmaji’s wishes. Pandit Hvidav- 
natli ICiinzru is deputed to explain the document 
in detail to Mahatmaji. His clear analysis 
leaves no room for doubt iu Mahatmaji’s mind 
The groat penance of the fast is now’ over. 

3 
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Mahatmajl’s cafc is removed near to the shade 
of the prison wull, Spreadiii!^ the jail blankets 
the gathering is seated. The lemon juice is 
prepared hy 8rimati Kaiiiala Nehrn ; according 
to the request of the Inspector General of 
Prisons, it is to he given to Maijalmaji by Sri- 
niati Kasturihai. Mahadev tells me tliat my 
Gitaujali song "APben the heart is dried and 

parched up ” is a fuvotirite of jMalmtmajds. 

I had forgotten the time which once I gave it ; 
I sing it to an imjirovised tune. Pandit Sliyani 
Sliasfcri reads out from tJ)o Vedas. Srimati 
Kasturihai hands over to Mahatmajl the glass 
of fruit juice which he takes and slowly sips. 
Then the members of Saharmali Abhrnm and 
others sing in chorus the liymn “Vaishnava 
Jana Ko”. Prints and sweets are disturbed, we 
ail partake of it. 

Witliin gaol barricades tin's great festii’al 
takes place. Never lias Jnippcficd .such an event 
in hnman history. Tlie Jttjuo ( tlie sacrificial 
rite ) was begun inside tlie prison and liero too 
is reached its great fnliilment. 

At night Pandit Kunzrii and otlier notaliie 
leaders now assemhletl in Poona came to mo 
with the request that I should preside; at tlm 
mammoth meeting' to ho Iicld tomoiTOw to colc-^ 
brato i^Inliatmaji’s birthday anniversary. Pundit 
JIalavfya, they saiil, would arrive toinorroiv 
from Pombay. Ptiiidiiji, I jimposed, should 
preside, I would read out a siiort addres.s 
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in wliicli J would adcqnatoly to express iny 
own seuUmuuts. Et was impossihlo not to con-, 
.sent to join even ji In**; •'alherin^^ on nii occasion 
so tuispicious, overrulinu; considerations of my 
aye and heaUh. 

Next evening; in the open grounds of Sivajf 
^raiidir a vast gathering had met to do lionour 
to tiieir master. AVith diH’icnUy, I entered 
womloring what would liappen ahout snhsequent 
exit. Alalaviyaji in his cliaste Hindi explained 
I»eantifully tlinl our scriptures never support 
class or racial discrimination in the name of 
religion ; quoting chapter and Yevse he proved 
his thesis. I knew it was impossible for my 
voice any more to make itself nndihle to a 
meeting of this size. So 1 spoke a few word.*? ; 
Sviman (Tovind Atalaviyn, son of Punditji under- 
took to read out tlie text of my addre.'.s. It was 
snrprisiiii; to lind that he could do it so perfect- 
ly considering tliat the evening light was dim 
and that lie saw the paper mov for the lirst 
time. 

Aly written spcccli has already njipcared 
fully in the pipers. .Tiist huforo coming to (lie 
meeting I had gone to Yevavda prison and pre- 
sented it to AEahatmaji. 

Airs. AEotilal Nehru add^os^iug her brothers 
and sister.s said that they shouhl never pause 
in ttieir tight against uutouchahility which was 
a blot on the fair name of our civilisation 
Srijukta Kajagopalacliari, I'njendraprns.a'I, and 



t 20 ] 

other lenders exhorted their nndieiice udtli grent 
feelin^ to remove this eviJ which was disrupting 
our society and thwarting at every step our 
larger aspirations, Sri jut Rajagopalachari 
wanted to take with liim a hirtliday present for 
"Mahatmaji in his jail. Let it he their promise 
never again to tolerate untoncliahility in their 
lives. At the end of the meeting the entire 
audience raising their hands accepted the vow 
of purifying our social life of grave wrongs that 
humiliate our liunianiiy. It was evident that 
the message of today liad reached the liearts of 
oiU' audience — it would have been impossible 
eveu a tew days before for tliousaiids of men and 
women to accept unanimously sncli a difficult 
resolve, 

^ly work is done. Next morning I spent 
many hours with iMahatmaji. Pundit Jtalaviya 
ami myself had long discussions until . lum on a 
wide range of .mhjects. In a day ^laluitiunji had 
regained unexpectel physical strength, his voice 
was firmer, his blood presuro nearly normal. 
Visitors pour in with greetings of devoted love, 
to take tho dust of liis feet. Ho talks smilingly 
with each pcr.son. Children come with gifts of 
flowovs, how happy he is with them. Piscnssions 
continue with his friends on .social problems. 
His ’’I’cat concern now is to achieve a harmony 
holwecu our two great conunnnities, the ITIiuhis 
and ^rnliomedans. 

His great life which t<Hlay luminously reveals 
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itself on n largo background has brought to us 
the message of discovering man the Great in all 
humanity. May this mess.agc bo fulfilled. The 
true path to emancipation lies in man’s unity ; 
our political dependence is nourished by the 
innumerable sects and divisions that keep our 
peoples apart. The day has come when hmnau 
civilization mtist move forwad breaking tlirougb 
the fetters of the Ages — towards l)roader iinder- 
standiug base I on mutual faith and love. 
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Cflble from C« P. Andrews 


Ijoudon, 

LCO Habindranatli Ta«ore, Poona. 
“Mnrvollons rcsulfc appearing- 
Dearest Love 
Tel) Bnpn. — Cliarlie*'. 


Mahatmaji breaks fast 

Wire from Poona 

PooiUf, %G-9-32, 

“RathindraDAtli Tagore, Santinilvetan. 

Mahatmaji brake fast fire p.m. GuMniova 
spent four hours Ycravda Jail, sang just before 
breaking fast. Will visit Mahatmaji again to- 
moiTO'n*. Great rejoicing. — Ainirn ; Siiron.” 


Cable from C. F. Andrews 

JiOuilou, S0-0~’12, 

*'KaI)in(lranath Tagore. S.antiiiikclaii. 

Thank fJoil ^falrntnin's life is spared. 

— Charlie.** 



. Message on Mahatmaji’s Birthday 


On thU (lay of o»ir rejoicing over oiir recon* 
ciliatioji with tile depressed classes of India we 
still sulfer from a hitter sense of disappoint- 
ment for not hiiiiig able to realise tiie confidence 
of our Makoinodari brethren which is so absolute- 
ly necessary for tlie fiillilnient of our national 
life. We assure them that the great fight which 
has recently been taken up hy our country 
against tlio ine{piitous custom of untouchahility 
has nut made us forget tlie greater ordeal of 
piivificatiou through whicli India must pass in 
order to bring together the two great neighbours 
Hindus and ^Mahomedaus i]i a perfect spirit of 
trust and cd (jperatiou. Both communities must 
he united in a I)ond of comradeship and stand 
side by side in tlie arduous adventuie of India’s 
freedom wliich to Ijc real must come from within 
the lieart of our common Iiumaiiitv and build on 
tile basis of uncompromising honesty and love. 

I heartily endorse the statement which 
Hahatmaji has sent to the Press and I appeal 
to our countrymen that they must never pause 
till the evils of disi>arity and discord are com- 
pletely rooted out from tiic soil of India. Bet 
us today take upon ourselves, all men and 
women of India, this great task which lies before 
us and dare meet the ebaUeuge ivliich it has sent 
from one end of our country to the other. 

Poona, 27-9-32. 


BAJ^I^*DRA^•ATH TagOBE 



On Mahatmaji’s Birthday * 

Rabindranath Tagore 

^lahntuijiji^s hirtlulay appears today before 
iis in awfii] majesty of death ivhicJi has jitsfc Joft 
him victorious. 

Ordinarily men are horit lt> a hjjiited 
boiirhood where rcluteti t4) tlieir kinsmen tliey 
carry on the couise of their common-jdace life 
till they (lie. Every year tliey also enjoy their 
special day wliich assures them of thoir birth 
right of a seat in the hearts of their few friends 
and relations. But great soxils are born into n 
large sphere of life, they ore acknoivledged by 
peoples and nations ; in celebrating tlieir birtli- 
day we not only realise them to lie our own for 
all time, but tlirougli them feel our spiritual 
intimacy ivith the world of Man. They extend 
the range of our personal self, giving it « 
universal background, the siguitieaiice of eternal 
iuunauity. 

It is our groat good fortune today tliat such 
a man bus indeed come to us and what is still 
rarer that wo have not repudiated liim as wo 
have so often done with tlie messengers of 
freedom and truth. His inspiration is actively 


• Speech delivered j»t Sivaji Jhindir, Tooiux oa 
Srtli Septciubor, 1032. 
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in work all tliroui-li IiifUa aud ■ oven beyond its 
boundaries ; it has awakened our consciousness 
to a truth which goes far beyond tijc limits of 
our self-interest. His life itself is a constant 
call to us to emancipation in service and self- 
dedication. 

Today is the day of our national acknowledg- 
ment of Maliatmaji as the great hrotlier who in 
the present ago is the central bond of our 
brotherhood in our Motherland. I liopo we 
shall he earnestly solemn in our expression of it 
and never cheapen tlie meaning of this occasion 
by merely indulging in emotional pride. Let 
Us be worthy of the call of this Age and accept 
from Mahatmaji’s hand the responsibility which 
he has accepted for himself. 

We know in tli<» Ujiauishads, God who ever 
dwells in the liearts of all men has been men- 
tioned as Mahatma. The epithet is riglitly 
given to the man of God whom Ave are lionoiir- 
ing today, for his dwelling is not within the 
narrow enclosure of individual consciousness, 
his dwelling is in the heart of ilntold multitudes 
Avho are born today in India and Avlio are yet 
to come. And this greatness of his soul which 
has the power to comprehend other souls lias 
made possible what never has \et happened in 
our historv Avhen even the masses haA'e been 
roused to the great fact that India is not merely 
a geographical ciAtity but is a liA'ing truth, in 
Avhich they live and move and ha\e their being. 
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Today in our dotcrminod effort to join 
Mahatmaji in his noble task of removing the 
burden of Ages, the burden of disrespect upon 
the bent back of those who have been stigmatized 
for the accident of their birth, the sin of wilful 
denial to a large body of our countrymen of 
sympathy which is the birthright of all lumian 
beings — we are not only casting off the chain of 
Indians moral enslavement hut indicating a path 
for all humanity. We are challenging victimi- 
sation wherever and in whatever form it may 
exist, to stand the test of relentless questioning 
of conscience which Mabatmaji lias brought to 
bear upon our day. 

When Mahatmaji began his pononce there 
were cynics in onr own country and abroad wl)o 
mocked and jeered at him. And yot before onr 
very eyes the wonder has happened. Hard rocks 
of tradition have been blasted, irrational inolii- 
bitions cramping our national life arc already 
showing signs of tottering. Great has been the 
achievement due to his penance but it will I>o a 
greater glory to him ami to its if we can fulfil 
his vow by fighting to the finisli the evils of 
iintoiichability, of intolerance, of all that hinders 
the comradeship of man and man .and ol)stnict.s 
onr patfi to freedom and righteousness. 

?kly friends, I appejil to you, do not betray 
your grciit man and your own humanity by any 
deviation of your initiative from the puri^uit of 
justice and love towards your fellowmcn who 
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hare suffered Imiuiliation for ages and remained 
dumb in a pathetic apathy of resignation ' never 
even blaming providence and their own cruel 
destiny. But the augry voice has at last come 
from the divine guide of our history with its 
warning message that they cut at the root of 
freedom who in their unreasoning pride obstruct 
the freedom of social communication among 
their own kindreds. 

Poona, 27-9-32. 

Cable from Sir Prabhashankar Pattani 

Geneve, 29-9-33. 

Dr. Uabindrannth Tagore, Santiniketan. 

Thanks for cabling. Thank God India has 
risen to its culture and communal peace is 
restored through Gandhijl^s penance. He wired 
to us here that Gurudev was tower of strength 
at this juncture. Pattani, 


Letter to Mira Ben, 

AiiTHUn Hoad Prison, Bombay. 

Santiniketan, 1-10-32. 

Dear Mira, 

Mahatmaji showed me your letter which 
gave us both great joy. AVo missed you very 
much indeed but knew that you were with us 
in spirit in those anxious moments of sufferinf> 
and the happiness that followed, 

I found ^labatnmji much better when I Jgjj. 
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and hope that he is now sradiiallj' comin" hack 
to normal health. 3 Xt’ pil^imasre to Poona 
has been auspicious throughout. 

Yours affectionately 
UABLvnnAXATH Tagoke 


Letter from Mira Ben 

Arthur Road Prison, 
l^omhay, 17-10~32 

Revered Gunidev. 

How happy I was to receireyour loving letter. 

Prom the day I read in the paper that you 
had started for Yeravda from Santiniketan I 
kept thinking of the joy your coming would 
give to Bapu. I counted the days and hours, 
and felt how you were going to get there just 
at tho moment wJien tl)c Fast would be Ijrokcn, 
I pictured it all in iny mind just as, I hcanl 
afterwards, it Imd all happened. 

It helped me to bear tlic terrible strain of 
tJioso hours. 

And now I get such cheering letters from 
Bapu — full of thankfulness and hope. His 
health too, seems to have recovered in a 
wonderful way. 

As I watch the developments which are 
following the Past, niy heart oroi-flou's with 
thanksgiving lo God. 

Rver affoctionnfoly 
Yours 
Miu.v. 



Mahatmaji’s Statement on 
Breaking Fast * 

The fast taken in the name of God was 
broken in His name in the presence of Giirudcv 
‘'ind the leper prisoner Paraclnire Shastri, a 
learned Pandit, seated opposite each other, and 
fv company *of lovin^ and loved ones who had 
gathered round me. The hreaking was preceded 
by tlic Poet singing one of his Bengali hymns, 
then mantras from the Upanishads by Paracliiiro 
Shastri, and my favourite hymn ‘Vaisbnavajana 
Te.* The hatid of God has been visil)lo in the 
glorious manifestation throughout the length 
find hreadtli of India during tlic past seven days. 
Cables received from many parts of the world, 
blessing the fast, liave sustained me through the 
agony of the body, mind ami soul that I passed 
tlirougli during the seven days. 

But the cause was worth going through that 
agony, and tlic sacriticial fire once lit shall not 
be put out till there is the slightest trace of 
untouchability still left in Hinduism ; and if it 
is God’s will tliat it docs not end witli my life, 
I have confidence that there are several thous- 
ands of earnest reformers w'ho will lay down 
their lives in order to purify Hinduism of tliis 
awful curse. 

. Issued on 26111 Septembor evening ' 
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The settlement arrived at, so far as I ran 
see, is a generous gesture on all sides. Itis » 
meeting of hearts, and my Hindu gratitude is 
duo to Hr. Ambedkar. Bao Bahadur Srinivasan 
and their party on the one hand and Eao 
Bahadur M. C. Eajah on tlie other. They could 
have taken up an uncompromising and defiant 
attitude by way of pnnisliment to the so-calle 
Caste Hindus for the sins of generations. U 
they had done so, I at least could not have 
resented their attitude and my death would have 
been but a trifling price exacted for the tortures 
that the outcasts of Hinduism have been goin,, 
through for unknown generations. But they 
chose a nobler path and have thus shown •» 
they have followed the precept of 
enjoined by all religions. Lot mo liope that th 
Caste Hindus .will prove themselves 
this forgiveness and c.arry out to the Id to. an^ 
spirit every clause of tl.e settlement with all 

implications. , . • tlio 

The settlement is but the bcj^inmn^ ot tiio 

end The political part ot it, very important 
thongh it no doubt i.s, occ«pie.s hut a small space 
in the vast field of reform that has to ho tac 
hy Caste Hindus during tl.e coming days, name 
the complete removal of .soeml and le^i... 
disabilities under which a large pa 
llimlu population has been groaning. 

I should ho guilty of a breach of rush j 

do not warn fellow roformers and Caste H 
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in gominil that the lu-eaking of the fast carried 
with it a sure promise of its resumption, if this 
is not relentlessly pursued and achieved within 
a measurable period. I had thought of laying 
down a period, hut I feel that I may not do 
so without a definite call" from within. The 
message of freedom shall penetrate every 
‘untouchable’ home, and that can only happen 
if reformers will cover every village. And yet 
in the wave of enthusiasm and in an inbrdinate 
desire to spare me the repitition of the agony 
there should be no coercion. W^e must, by 
patient toil and self-suffering, convert the 
ignorant and superstitious but never seek to 
compel them by force. 

I wish too that the almost ideal solution that 
has been arrived at may bo followed by tbo 
other communities and that we might see a 
dawn of a new era of mutual trust, mutual give 
and take, and a recognition of the fundamental 
unity of all coniraunities. 

I would here single out tlio Hiudu-Mosleni- 
Sikh question. I am the same to the AXusalman 
today that I was in 1920 - 1922 . I should he 
just as prepared to lay down my life as I was 
in Delhi to achieve an organic unity and per- 
manent peace between them, and I hope and 
pray that there will be, as -a ^result of this 
upheaval, a spontaneous move in this direction, 
and then surely the other communities can no 
longer stand out. 
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In conclusion I would like to thank tk 
Govornmeut and the jail staff and the medical 
men appointed hy the Government to lool^ 
after me. Extreme care and attention 
bestowed upon me. Notliiii" was left undone. 
Tile jail staff worked under terrible pressure and 
I oiiserved that they did not grudge this labour. 
I thank them all from high to low. 

I thank the British Cabinet for liastcnini; 
tlie decision on tlic settlement. The terms of 
the deeision sent to me, I Imvc not approached 
without misgivings. It accepts, I suppose, ^ crj 
naturally only that part of the Agreement that 
refers to the British CahineCs communal decision^ 
I expect that they had constitutional difficulty 
in now announcing their acceptance of the 
whole agreement. 

But I would like to assure my Harijan 
friends, as I would like lienceforth to namo 
tliem, that so far as I nm concerned, I fi’j 
wedded to the whole of that agreement and 
that they may hold my life as hostage for its 
due fulfilment unless we our:.elves arrive a 
any other and better settlement of onr own 
free will. 


M. K. 
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Cl^ l^cflHlT^'^ iciil ^fsi IcStS 1135 I >2(cfe^t'6^ 
« ClIlll-Ullf^lCTl ICIT Cl 'ifllllCw’f 

sw 'awftsi iit®^ 'sri® ’SI’ '511 mill ^cics, ci 
EiCW ITIIK^ ®tC^ fl I "^tltwi cir*!! Itllf^ 
IWl ■ Siltllcil «tl ’5!tltWl '’tci^ etcif^l 

I 

ulllfflci 15l'5Tf© Cl 'Sifejjltf^ 'fl'i'it^ 'fltSTl 
icicBi, «itif f®fi ci^ filsfi atfl ftra 
Ss's 'fl citirt ipiT^ ifSi ic^ 

ICl liftCl I 

'Eitfii, i®"®- ' 



( *^1^ <2jf^ ) 

'flt ii;5itc? 'snw 

?5 1 JT^tsi #tprs cfwi I ’I’m 'Tt^ c’l 

"itmiw? C’ftBttr I ’srfsiT?-! fira ^sc’ra ®rs imt, 
%i5m, ^ itf^, '^’5 «M C'^iT^ ’Tt’i 'sit’t’ii 
cstfl ^?f5, ^s’l ®i:5f fecks !iiP) I ^5^ Jis 
srffera c^tK la^ 'sti’iaf i w mt®!:'® 'srf’i^ 
'srfft. ■’ist!?’i ^,f5, CTfe ’iifesfe a^BR sirft^’s, 
^T?l ^SR1 <mS, ffeft ■«T<l’5^rf ^c^CS^t I 

ttsm «rTOT", 'smi ■swt 
sFCst fsKp® ’StCf’f I Wit:?), ^mtcfa sra 

’JST’I ftf5l?f, I EtCETT® C’ife 515® 

imfe Errc® ’I’c^ 3i?«w ’I’^'f ntfi', >a?‘i 
’S?!® ntfl I ’StW uaER ’JCSCB, «t<Il 5WPl^ 

^CBl, 'ttC'Tsfe csca C’K’T «C’(fB I 

ttirt -ssift, ’scka '5»t>fl, 'sic'fu c^T^t 

m : c’p’i’H -^mcm ’ip’ 

imOT Eit I a’p&i ffeft’j ^5^s ’pft’i ETTCEf 

stcEim’il I cv sWHPn fku fees 

•ifass w=t. 'Sir? ^ETRtWii sTWRT’Tl’i Jipisi 
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nifit I CTSCa -il^ 19¥ ■5II“5^ 

51^1 51%^, cft, ^i:=vr5 I la^i^lS Ji5?t6^ ^1 1 

ftfil ^t^Itttf^ sicsj; ificJicB;) f^fii -51®]^ 

5i5? I ^rafe, csrafS i 

\C^t5, f%fit I »tr.5tt^T5tt5 C®'f 

^’f-f^^ICT<l cwif C^, <1^1 «ff%:?!l Cwtf CT5 I 
Pl^<l=l 5I^!3!| 5Hi)X 5I3IT^^^ 

'stet^t^it I f%fii ^csi/;5^, C51^, 

C5t^ I 'll 'S'l ^'115 

^;!;«I5( i:^?irt’i i ^>51, 

’iraCBSI I ^•.'■.’tit ^f%5T’I I 

^!St- CwW ^C^CBJI 5|’^, ’fP'M 

^ ‘fit? 'fltfl C’Tt^ltB I 

^’.«t fflt^f? St5> =1?, ’^tt'f? Wt® 

StC^t? $fC5I I C? 'f>‘® C’tt5t5:i, 

?W “fC?^ ft I ^1^^ 

C^t'S ftt?t6^ I ‘‘tI3'?1 ^1*5% ^It? t^tl C‘ftj 
t‘tt^, C^Tt^ I '^H tS5t?-- 

S’^^wfetw ^ ; ‘STTt'flS ^t?1. ^ft’t?! ^?1, ‘S’tar^ 
^t?1 ftft "©?1 ?t?t6^ I '“'1^ 'Sl?‘s^rt? 

^’.^(<1 c?Ffl ftw? ^iw? c?t^ sj® cifsn 

ftrat®^ I 

C'st^?! '®1t^ 1^'' I ^tt?1 

^it?' w^ini I t%^ ‘^t^ 

^tt=rt "SICT I JI^T^ ©tt^ll, 

• #t ^ ftracB, 


6 
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fees— I ‘®rt*5<r, 

515N1 ^ 'sta c^R^il ’itw 0^1 

f%^ w '5i5r?if ^511 ^Rics, 

’Site? I ^'511 ^c®t, ’'5i'?n I ’(tw^ '5W 

^1E?!I, wl?! #Rt'5l1 1 '^^1 ft;f5i%. ?*■ 

^sst ftPl 5fC^ feCB^, 

ftfit =siwm? ®ti;^ 5tt^ I 
^ttra «t<t ^t^, ^t!i 5>fra ’?t^ I 
■“ftra 5f5t^t, ^‘^jwti;^ 5SR^^' 

£51^ cstOT ii'rti C5IW I c"'^ (re(?t«R’it« 
>2t=Pt»t c^racs ^'1’ 

^i:^f5 CT r®r^ 5>fa fTO 

f^ ^’’ "’"’ 

I 555 WC5 ^ I ^ 

w® ^"t^'SI ft«t ”•*'’ '^rl 

„ ^t=ir.® ’ita ®T% =rtr^. '''"I 

frp C? c^ti;^!^, (P-R^® \ 

-,3= >,w «c^rs^ I 
^ti=i ftra 

^.1 CR.. r^ =.5? ^ 

I -'’T^ "'5^=’ 
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i TO 'sTt^i^il ■=rr<i^5r ^11 ? 

' ■'Iimpf? 5iC^5, 

=!l t f% C^\ 

sig^tti wsrjs ■»tt<t^ ^1 ? <351 ^1 

? >a« ^!5 ■®lt3tW7 ? C3 

■ w^fs rs1 <5t<I 5|r.i(T C^3T« C^ I 315C33 

\ I ^t^1~ 

111, TO Jpil^ (PfIt5t1I f^ini Wt<T tWtCw 

_3tC5 fa I c^'% fsfij lacnCBSI <5tt^ '5rt3tPf3 ^tmtC3 I 

;'''^‘^!!1 <«c3 ^fe, stilts ^t^ 

II^CS si I f%fs - 5 :^- 3 ® 4151 S'tSJlSS, cstcfel- 

,'V.i^C5 -a^p I %ts C3^ 3153, ^1s (13^ 

‘ 3fe '31^ STtstTlSS ■ 5 ( 3 : 5 ®, "snsttss 1“l'-*’t I ■3t3Sl 
Vp[ 'EW 331 avs S35® ■Ilfs, '“ttm 

'351 S:?TO C®t3tS I :5l ifl 31 lift, St®1 
5(S35^ Sfff STi 55® ^55 3^313 

XS 57.SS 3tCS ? 

■31351 >a% 3131% 353 Itf^f, d f353%a1 3t3l53S 
3®!®1 ^55 I f%'5 ®ts 5553 3551 I:? 3t55 3t3tW3 
35sff, 53 3131533 iKs^l I 53'^ ^tS'TO^P TO 
5313 TO’S f33l®l 3l3t5lfS TOT 3(3= 3tlkl1 (TOTSH 

■ ^13 *3533 33T f355, f®f3 '3133 ^®S f35S^ ^t3tW3 

'SS 531 ^35® <153553 I 53% <ft3-'?3: ■*153! -315 

ft TO31 f%r35S 533 ? <1® 5*%33t3l 3rTat^ 

5153 3153 '3131® =553 ^53563, (®f3 ^3l5<fS 3t33l3 
TO553 53!t3l153 '3131533 (333, 31^ cSITp, 
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»t« »i® =(£^ ^r® i44 

^%ra ftwfB =initra i 

c^iHi BiRra f^rafs »t® »t® 

iw® c(t»r I ‘^®' 

^IWC® ■'It'^fBW I ‘^'^' 

cii£'’rfB» 

®ftc5 mw ®t?lt ^C*1I I >a^ 


Jl^c® ' 

JI^I® 'S(®;^«t to C*I1CT1 to I '^*4 ?w, 

jft aBs 'Jr ’tsrai! (to i 

,H£6^, ^ _ 

,1 ? to 

^i^toto^^to'B ^1 top, 

■ro'tf® to toro 1 toto'4C!'toto to 

^twc^£Sito(RWCstoTtoi «t 

to. «5 to 

.R .R to toR ^11% ( - fto^ c^lR ' 

cn ^-SR 
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^ITid C^t fifjf 
tl< 5ivil®r.5f I 3i^ ^vs\ e^-p®! <2(5Ft»t 

'it^i >i5sTi;=p M'liis 5ii=t!;t5 I C7f 

StiRTt-t CI1% i 

■'if^^tt'i c’tw ^ii;? ^’^=1 1 

CT^era .2ii3ip‘B'^ spur; ^<pb5i i 

Simf^Bre fsi^IR 5R, ■Pltttct'l! 

fiii-fsiTi^ ^(P I ^pt ’lira ®i!i 2traf*B’5 

fisfSl PltvItR-i 3I^r.51?I 'flfpttn fitf/’W 

■^tsitw? 51RS ^ir.5 I ^I5«l ’PWl ’i5pi:si, PPIPI^ ^':i'1 
'tt’t I PCP I 4rtil 0^’' ^’11 '^1® RlsItWiT 

MtsUR lawfe I 'Pi'P.5^. 

I Tsirpitw^ ■sitRsi I ’tfp Hfi;® 

511 'i!<;"P ■piiJitc'fii ’tl’pcp ^1 'initsiMi! I 

CpS 5W ^t!;=l ■5IIPIK'f=' I 

’ll CeWCB^i 'll 515^’ I 

CBra 5PIS fifil 3 p 

I P1I5W CTPiaP't W.^^tr=l^*HC»S!Il 

2re I 5ttw ^TPtPt aS PpflfB. c** ^1^ ' '^’1 

fTOI, « PiaT =i1I-. =1^1 

•Pire Pitpsi ^1='*' '’'® r^ipnc^ I ^r^ii 

PtlB PR^ 5P1! TpW ■SI' S" 

pnc^Pi I ’■'’'sibp: , c^i^i 

P1C=^ =« 

piP!t®--3-5 

^1=,$ p^-’' vn -i R , 



i ■j’O i 

Wtf%a ?W ctI 'sTSI 

^5C5 I iS® ^7t»tt!!&) 5131^ ®'7?}CT!T fw 
?i;<I -StfEt '■5(t5ltJ'i!l C^ttsil 5fri -55 | ^fstft 

■srtw f^psr® Trft 

■sn:*!! '^r.^ 'sd, ■stf? Jiifft ^ 577 ® 'itfSi, mi cflf 

s^isl (r;w I 315735 

>315? ■’tts cstf^ -sjl?! (ij-^ 3t^r.^ 5«TC5, 

^73j<i 5t% 'sreiiist, sfs 5t5 '5t3i®5t I ’^tszm f3Pr« 
<9® <(t®1 3rt=f3f«t3j Ctf :5til( CSf75 C3I «t®7g C53I, StW 
C®t55l ^73! 3jf? 3i'r7:;|1 csra C^TJ 5 :? C®13I51 1 

m C5t^ f3i% ^'Tfta 5^7^ 57»r 

5'5IC'<5 3151:31 f3ir.5, ®55157^ ■51^7? ^fjira, 35^ 

IJifOT C«[3r7^ ^7? ^tPl73i I TtJtsral ^3*3^ 5575 ! 

^?, C3W755 37^5 7«flf3p !it3 5137315 3fl75, 3731 
C®t3I7^ <St?‘l ^3733, CSprlfl 3raj73f 3ff3ff3 ^7S3 I 
5tf3 ^31 337® ^tf3 I 51313 ®t3|3 7®t3 
7371313 ? f®f3 73 ®t3t3 35763 73 ^173 7*113313 
33, 73 1^173 73131313, 31^733 73% 633 ®t3l, f3»63% 
75131733 5^573 C*lV,?76 I 

5131733 337753 7675 37®1 C3W37, m 333 
5W3 55 1 3^753 7675 57'51 f3'13, 5t'13 53(3 313 

55 I %765 3^73% 51733 5t33( 5tf375f6 %7E6 573^ 
5t5f ®1733 f5f73 ©1733, — 5’13t7'r3 '53513 75t^, 
5335 ^3 575 515 I 315575' C5l35 313 573 3551753 
■ 573 I 33 5ir55t3 3TS 5f5 I 

*tlf5f^®3 
a% 5tlpt3, >4is I 





■sresfr ^.=1 ■®iT’‘(l ftra %'tl 

■'it^l I c^vs 'stf'W c^vs -e:^, 

c'ftc^ <?i OT’i't ’tt^^ I cl*tCT 
^WCT 5(^1;?? f%CT ur^ — 5ra '^c® 

Ciif5f I ^’t<l'S I ssT^IRjII ^^5 5t5l'?tfe?I “tflw? 
■st^^ clangor zonoil C^ftC^W I OT ^1 

^^^'5 1^5151 C5I^ fr#^tC51-C 515’ 5^1 
^ 5C® ^1515 I Apoplexy 

5C5 «r^’!rt^ aWftPl ’^1^5 I C5I% 511^ ^5155’ 

Cf’tfs fefl? 515 fwn !p;?i 'iMCit 

stfeciw^ ’tw =5itwMi 

5c^5 1 cMci 

f%l5[ mf% ^rac55t I c>f55<i 5151^ 5i5=ri 

m ^CS:?, idsjp 

5W oit ^ f^=3 

^>IC5 1 5t^!l 5(1 J-STI-ra CJfl^l ^5’’® ’^t'l'l Slt^CCi; 

n1, C:^5I5I1 axt’i 5ifl5 f%®r ■^'s: jRtce^ 

b-^ 'srtftn §^-5 ^55-,,^ 

^ ^ft55a w=c#5 ’ift’5 t-n ’M ^ I 
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^^1 cv.if ctc^ ®tw 

#*Ff^ W.^ <IHlJ I 

-sritiiirTfe 5C? OT'I?? «itP5 

cl^tcq C'?'V?M5| I rntw-llsrst ^1=T#l 

« 5t5I!ft fef%5n^ nm ^1 ^jj5-| t5I5T 

csrj<f ftf (ji^if c'^'yretsH I ^5! fiji? 
^1 'sit^twa 'stflt ^5^f5i4^5 c5jft® c5rtfe?5tif%rs 
K® ^(ftt*I ‘icsr S^TWII I 

I ■5^5tra 5tst^ rt'teE^iv, 

*r«nc’i<i Kstw— Tstc^^^fn 

iirmoui'ijd car, niacliino giin tS^E 'lE’X 'tC't 
f 5^f'9?rt® cstE’t ’TOsi I •5i5C»n:’i 

sitwrot awtE? 5iiff srt^mi f%«^t 

'ift '^C't ■SIRIOT-I ^1=1 f!IE5 

EstEST^ I 5»iiE*( ^tnsfa ?iatsi 

•ifm ■>fK '*tfe5i=*f^ »t=nE5w I 

5E5 «)CiI»r ^E=)rfe51^ '^1»l'5l?I 

’rt'STn ®1'=[1^1'5 I ■Sf’lfe ^f»6^?t 5151 I 

a)»t ^'srtfe^i *fa^c^ I 

fSl^rS® 5C$ ’MfS ^twfn l <351=1 5#t5 5K5 

Tsllft <a=fl5 ®)-I 3)fe5 f?t515 I 

tf5=ft5 51 3lk5fil I %si ®555 =ftC5 
firn® C'lW iflE’HE I 6555 531 f55t St? 

.35t'l 3t«5l E5|51 555%) dt* I ' 

5515nf65 fta ■315= I 315 

55l 5f)C5a I ’4)5 %®1 3«l;5 3Tf5l 511® 3lf=f I 
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'iw C5[c« csfcsTs ’ttftjp ‘sit’tiW'i onfes 

'ttfe ^Jifq<p ^5ii:?t c^tc=il ’frf® 

lawic^ CT^t? I ftfw cs^T’tt^t?. 

'Ist '2)»f® I 

irWc^Tti;^!! f%® sCT I 
^r,-^ CSTt^ csc^ 
isPtra CJK®^ ctRtfi’i 'iw 
— (r5=T-3tr.^i?^<t 5t®'T3 I 'tw 

5ICII ^5 c^t’ll-a ^Pitw^ 

’ifW'O istit C^tCTl ^1 I 

C5Tt^^ tf^sl 'il'5%1? <1? ^1? 

?ra W5! I JTfiw w^ti ctf5ii!;^ ■Sto, 

C=IT5f1 5it^5|-^1 

sfitl 5rt? I 
^':^l 

^iScs I c'l^ c'Tftra Ji'jzifi I 

i£t:^;;»f ‘=^T®f ^T<fi law 

m I 

^1 Rf® fed «i^®rt c-ifiiw 
^SfW I 

C5tdi , 

^ 

«« 

I 
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m Pi^t^ra ftra iswT® 

^fe5T^ ^ra -s^rcsi^i =«cra 
CSWC5 I I^ tsttcl^ 'ittl 

5i’^tart?i sil'Pi^fe-c^tsOT ’ic'i^ ’’'5^'*' 

I 'Siffe 211^ fe®^ fjt’S^l^W 

sst^w^ I li-e-gl 61<refe 'rtre 

c^ ^vs fiw I ■a^ic^ ^ 


'^'tt’J 'iCTft'l I 

6#fW Ht^CB^I ^H®^?> 

iitscflt^mFtft, ^rtwjsa’O? >a-i;>f!i 
®wJt T^gfl^ JioiTf^li:^ CT««w I 
^vm ’tft f%csn I 

^ 

ins( 7(1 1 ^ sc’i ’'^'0' ■stfl 

ctW ftfttn ^ wniwt I tsi’S'rac'ra 
■siffeTnats c'l^sre i 

•5,516 fF5»tf%^ fts^ira 5171 55r7( I 

•i^ I «tr7rt'H?(*n?(^ t* 

^ ^ ^W1. ^ ^f|l67(15 

5,TH® ?w 5rat5 1 ’nja^c?!’! ’'5'^ 

Ttis'a ^’I'l vji^r-afi'itTs 

=0=1171 =0?RI >0^1 T^’^rf:. ’ 

5,7,^ Tfp, fa, HI TI^C^- I ^"5 =!i=ir=i^'^‘f^' 

,5nw1 >511 c=.^ « 

--s- 

POOM NO a«° „;^rt»t.«K50M . 
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5U® ^'ir^ ?c?R I ^5 ^fst-e sitiiciira ‘sitoW 
C^s; I f>ra .'^'Et® I 

^5Tc=w, wa sia <fl*f cstw ^iwr 

Jtra 5rT«gi Sf&s i 5i®i c*R wa 

®t<ppTii I ®^5j fsfi) wrttfs ^5rt!?riwi ^ca of^vs 
a5i:«i^ fesa ®a!f caw ©Wwa 
■ailt^aasaw watwl tfS^Pia, sja ®cal 

f®fa I 

a^i la^aiw refsaift i ajiatW's 

waiiara I a5ai, Jitaaw ftPra ^rtaatw^ 

’Tsc® 5¥ I 5i?tartf®a aifeatwa Pia«^ aa i 

■afb® ^?aata aca 'sta ca-eai 5^1 fliSawa 
a^ar facaaa aca aj-ianfew cataijaa i ®"ia sftfa 
aiiarta aatariffea aca -nta catcai at»ta aia at i 
^tcatacaacaa a® feaat'ia aa i 

■atStcaa ■'ft:? slata aal'aifea aari aftca atat 
I s^fVa cswa =pa®t fafara aaca aawa i 
aa *3^® aacaa aaat cacaa* i 

Inspector General of Prisons — fafa Pa^cac^a aa 
faca laiacaa— ■agcaia aacaa aa caa arTattfew 
wa ®ta®t feara 5tra i asiwa aacaa— 

“#taa aaa as^ca ala aspai alaia >«ta)”— 
%®t«if5r3 at-fS- af-mf®? faa i '^a fca fata- 
f%i:aia I ®aaarta at®t •s,^ an i afs® 

“naanfi caa ■aii aarna i aiaaa arianfe Staat 
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ii’t ’ti^ 

I ^f|r.»IC5r 5)i(^5|«l ^3§t5t5l^fl'l 5151!:^® 

c^i” 1 '6 ftim 

fissii'l 5?! at^ci ^gr.5I5t I 

CigC5T3 ■si^cstt!:*)?! f®^<l i ^IJt'lt? 

"Sits ^'!f!;^i 'sjffefii I iaii‘it';^c^5 ^ cB^’tt^t’i, 

'51? jpfettsi ?i'^ ?t?‘i I la^ 

'5I?’3It^ '5Itf?^”'5 '5(«tg»t 'Itf? 

I 

?TC'5 ^Rs?! '2155 TtSTC?® 

CJi'Sf?! >ai;Ti -Bt^t!;^ ’ist^itfSTi 

■srtJtTC?' 

c?ivt^ T?r.'$ I nwt»# 

?rtf5 Jim?? 55t? JF5I Ri^’f ' 

>ifli;?? 'ssfifw? vs^ 

CTIJI f?i:® 51tfs 511 55? ^?imT ?1 I 

f»t?Tfe ?f^? 5,t?¥ 55=; 5,^ ^^5? ft?tS 
W??®! I 5!:S ^'S5? ■a5?*l ^55=1? I 
5,r®?5T? ?5®1 ^5?*t C®1 5515^1, 5?5?T?^ ^51? I 

f5i?1 ®1?1?, c? ®l’--^pist? ?? I ?q 

csi'f ^I5fe ^5? '^1? 

spr®5?tR 5tf? I W< ^55 
^ ii6?1 aii ^??t5 f5cm -ife-®^ 

cflipK ? 
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55^1 'tC® C^fC^i-T («c® ftfVT 

?C 5 R ; 

"sit^irs 515 ^ ^ 5 rw CTisr !(f^OT I 

‘ 2 ti:^»f ®Rf%^C^ T 5 t 5 

ftc? ■si^t'irtfe fea JiwffcsiJi I 

■’iff ®l? al^i- 

®f5fflm Sj'if'f ■’Fca, Jiwfs¥ ^- 

'sftif? TO ;)l stcS I ?1?- 

fstMtSTtSlft, ?t':et? 2 PtW '205 ^l!S1?r W^w-e "Sl^ra? 
^T^tl OT>^^t>ftC^ ’itJirft^ Sl^fs ^?t =??c® ®rf?R=? 

I 51515 5ptTO Pratt s5!5ira 515 ^c®i 
■ 2 if 5 apf% 5 i 5 «t ^?TO I c’i 5 rt 
I’Pt 51 WI? 555 ^tsr .55 5 t% C^W-E I 
■^r.^'S <<155 ^5 55 f 5 a >35 JI 5 a 5 ?It 5^5 • 5 I 5 ! 55 t 55 
5^5 fl*T 51 I ■ • 

■51515 ■nr^ C»t 5 C?f 5 fll I <15155 SJti;® 5 ^'Slf 55 
>^Ii;5 5C5W5 ftro H 'sra 515 ^>551 515151^ 
5 W 5 l 5 lf 5515 lltWtBSl CSICTI I < 35 ^ 1515 ^ 

5 f 1 < 5 rtfe • 5 T<?RTtf»t^ 551 51 f<s ^C 5 CE 5 , 5 < 4’55 <*15 

lllooil piTSilirc < 3 t 5 5 ! 5 Tf 5 =p I >51315 

53715 ® 5 i: 5 !:<f^ 515155 <21515 W ' 5 t 55 f 5 ilf 5 T .5 
C 5 R; I 5 WT 5 5 T. 5 % C?C 5 '^^l 5 <%C 55 I ftwS 5^1 
5 >I 1 1515 - 511516 , 31155 1515 ^15 ^ 5 I 155 f I 5^155 
3 (i;i 7 5 t 5 lf 5 f <5 5 l 5 lPl 5 l 5 0515 515 lf 55 • 5 rll< 1 !E 5 l 
6516 I 355 >115 <3515 16915 r 555 fr< 2 ,' 5555 tl 55 
151515 335 I 
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snr Df^l ft^T, «TC® ST^Jn^t'Ti! 5IW 
^?<n? era'll I (Ti^ Ma=tl 
’It'# C5T'? siasar.ta i 

'5fe-’il<t:)ta ’I3I ■'I'a JllitWa iS^T’fta’IT’I I 'Silt'? 
saTSts^i iii^trctra Jiwtffe? c^iffeegffc? 

©'sstsis ’is's rea sis ftra Ssts ^Siisis 

SIS ’IRS’IoTSl iliPIS 5r.S CT^ fts '^ISt 5151151® I 



appendix 





■Sf^e=i't1S*?‘=i 


, C^ff^ia 


5T ^^’(1 ’‘tf^CTt’tlf 

^cfw filf^tC'fl fdf® I 
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SAMSKARA SAMITI 

GENERAL APPEAL 

MANTRA 

Ya oko varno bahudha sjiktiyogat 
Varaan anekan nihitartbo dadh'ati 
Vichaiti chante visvamadau sa devah 
Sa no biukihya subliaya sarnyuoaktu. 

Spetaspainra Upnnishail. 
Translatiou : He who is one, and wlio dispenses 
tJio inherent needs of ali peopJos n}id nil times, 
wIjo is in the beginning and tlje onfl of ali 
things, may He unite us with tlio bond of 
truth, of common fclloivship. of righteousness. 

Object of our work : — 

Wc have long been suffering from the grave 
social inequities which wc imve allowed to grow 
unchecked. ^Mutual distrust and Imtrcd are 
the *root cause of our misery. Tliafc is why 
^fahatma Gandhi has been compelled to resort to 
the extreme form of penance for our sins — to 
take the vow of fasting unto death if this eiirse 
of social discrimination is not removed from our 
midst. It is our impc«»live duty immedia- 
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foly to ormliGato tlio evils llmt poison (lie 
snui'cos of oiir Iiumniiity. 

We resolve (hat : — 

1. Wo simll not look down npon nny poison 
ns inferior to ns in sliitns hcciiiise of liis caste, 
or the community to which he may hcloii". 

2. All pulilic temples, jilnces of worship, 
schools, and social gatherings, water-tanks etc. 
"ill he niado acccssihtc to all irrespective of 
caste and creed. Untoiicimhility in all its forms 
shall he discarded ; we shall he constantly 
cugago.l in trying to remove this evil from onr 
iioiglihourhood, and from all places wherever 
tve may find ourselves. 

3 Wo shall tolerate nothing in onr society 
which wounds the feelings of others. 

Programme of our work ; — 

The Visvahharali through the Kiiral Welfare 
Department of Sriniketan has heen for a long 
time working to remove untoiichahility from 
the Hindu Society, to spread education among 
the depressed classes, to purify and strengthen 
tile relationship hetweeo memhers of the same 
coimuunity and of ditfcroiit communities 
hy arousing amongst them the sense of self- 
vcspcct and seU-dctermiiiation. With a view to 
intensify and widen the scope of onr work a 
Sumsko’ru Suniit! ha- I.een founded under the 
Visvaliharati with the following as nienihers 
of tlie Central Committee. 

1 ) 



Slembers of the Central Committee : — 

General Secretary of Visvahharati. 

Secretary of Sriniketan. 

Sj. Kepal Chandra Roy. 

” Jagadananda Roy. 

” Jitendrauath Ohakravarty. 

” Dliirananda Roy. 

” Kaliraohan Ghosh — Secretary. 

” Sndhir Chandra Kar — Asst. Secretary. 

All moneys etc. collected for this purpose 
will he deposited with the General Secretary, 
■Visvahharati. He will distribute lielp according 
to the recommendations of the Central Com- 
mittee, 

The tentative programme of our work has 
heon mapped out ns follows ; — 

1. Rural service 

(a) Under the supervision of this Celilral 
Committoo Sub-centrcs will gradually ho opened 
in the villages. 

(h) To start Hai'isahha centres in tlio villages 
under the auspices ami coatrol of the Saniskar 
Samiti, whore villagers can meet each oilier. On 
fixed days in tiio week arrangements will ho made 
tliere for Kirtan, readings from tlie Scriptures, 
religious dlseonr.ses, discussion.s of current socinl 
topics from the ncwsp,apcrs and of local village 
jiroldoni.s. On siwcial religious occasions, .social 
unions witli inter.liiiing will he nrrangisl. V’illi 
such centre.s ns tiic opcraiiiig imse a'ttempl.s will 
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be made with the intimate co-operation of our 
depressed felJowbeings to start for tlmir own 
benefit day and night schools, libraries, health 
societies, Seoa samitiest village Fanchayet.% 
^rati~balaka organisations. 

Ueimirs and cleaning up of public roads and 
private houses, also door to door collection of 
funds etc. for such work, will be undertaken. 

2, Residential education 

A limited number of children from the de- 
pressed classes will be given residential educa- 
tion free of charge in the Ashrama school, 
and efforts will be made to train tip from among 
them workers who can efficiently carry on the 
programme of social welfare work. The. educa- 
tion of these students will include vocational 
training, so that they can earn tlicir living hy 
skilled work and intelligently help in the pro- 
gress of their own community. 

3. Propaganda and Organisation. 

Meetings and social gatherings will be orga- 
nised in different centres of th'e Hindu popula- 
tion, and lectures with lantern slides will be 
arranged for on suitable occasions by oiu* 
lecturers who will travel in the villages to start 
centres of the Samskara Samiti. Circulars and 
pamphlets dealing with social problems will l,c 
published and distributed. -Spread of accurate 
information with regard to the true significajjj.g 
of the Hindu scriptures will be undertaken with 
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ttie help of authorities on the subject. Gradu 
'ally the sphere of work will he extended and 
the people will be enlig’htened as to their rightsr 
and privileges both social and civic. 

We appeal to our countrymen to take up 
■ the work in right' earnest and give it a perma- 
nent form. Patriotic workers in different places 
are earnestly requested to devote -themselves to 
this sacred task, and to let us_ know particulars 
of their activities. All such communicatior 
should be sent to the Secretary, Samskara Samiti 
Sriniketaii, P. 0. Surul, Bist. Birbhum. Contri 
butions in kind or in money should l>© sent t 
the General Secretary, Visvabharali, 
niketan P. 0. JBirbhum Bist., E, I. Ry. 

Bated Becomber 1, li>32. 


Rabindranath Tagore 

Acharjfyd, Vittvafi/iamii, Sanitiiih^ 



